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Pattern maker finishing the full size wooden
model of a door interior panel prior 10

copying into the production steel
tool. Extreme accuracy is
essential 10 ensure

that the production

tool i1s as near as

pf ’the
SP cab

The ‘B’ series range of E.R.F.
vehicles include the type ‘SP’ cab in
their specification, a cab which
gives the modern truck driver a
high degree of luxury and a safer
place to work.

The mounting of the ‘SP’ cab onto
the high quality E.R.F. chassis
makes this one of the most
sought after British built

vehicles.

The method of construction

for the type ‘SP’ cab is unigue
and offers the best of both

steel and glass fibre cabs. The cab
is designed around a welded steel
frame, tested to meet both British
and E.E.C. safety regulations for
crush and frontal impact

Panels made from hot pressed
S.M.C. are used to clad the steel
frame. This is the first time this
material has been used for the
construction of a complete

cab unit.

The use of S.M.C. (sheet
moulding compound) as a
material for the exterior panels was
a natural choice by E.R.F., due to
the large amount of experience
gained over a considerable time in
producing hand lay-up glass

fibre cabs.

In production the use of hot-
pressed mouldings from steel
tools ensure complete accuracy
for size, allowing interchange-
ability of panels for replacement.
The process also produces very
smooth surfaces on both sides of

the panel and is an excellent base Final welding of the cab steel frame. The very
for high quality paint finishes. strong frame design is built up from seven
Th dard | > is wall main sub-assemblies and both spot and

€ standard luxury interior is we normal gas welding are used. The finished
equipped and instrumented for frame is rust-proofed by 2 dio process using
all prodyction/models; with a the, pe'w glectropoTetic BERT Brocess Which

onsucas the frame is Sofrpldtely rust-prooted

number of options available to'give even in the 10st inaccessibla cavifies

further scphistication.
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panels are produced from S M.C. glass
material on large presses with tool
eratures at 140°C and at pressures of

a ton per sq. in. This process produces
nels of a controlled thickness and to exact
e. The panels produced are extremely strong
and have the added advantage of not
deteriorating in service being impervious 10
weather and most known chemicals
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Tests carried out for frental
impact and roof crush at the
Mozter Industry Research
Asscciation proving ground by witudetsd
E.R.F. engineers. proved the cab iz
to have outstanding strength
The tests, designed 1o meet the
recommendations of the
Economic Commission for
Europe’s vehicle safety
committeée ensure that the
dnving compariment is strong
enough to withstand head-on
collisions

During the test the vehicle is
chained to & specisl rig and &
swinging steel plate measuring
25mx0:79 m(8-2ft. x2-6 f.)
and weighing 1-5 tonnes

Apa,

Above. Afl from shght

4 5 rac tucin C. panels there s
(1-47 tons) 15 released to strike fittle oxtemnal damsge,
the cab a1 the front of the

. Salows
vehicle 15 ton

the front

sufficient surviva

The internal steel subframe and
age on which the E.R.F,
cab s based suffered minimal
damage and there was only very
slight damage done to the
hot-pressed moulded S.M.C

external panels

safe

Although not a requirement of
this particular test the goors of
the cab opened and closed
normally after the impact
During early trials of the cab
frame, without external
panelling. it withstood the same
test as well as a cab roof crush
test, when it easily carried a
weight of 17 tons wilhout
serious damage
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pecification

Frame
2 mm steel welded assembly red to meet proposed E.E.C. safety
standards Ti e frame is pierced to allow fitting of the external cladding.
Panels

Hot pressed S.M.C. (sheet moulding compounc) glass fibre

Fire reterdent to BS 476 part 7 1 standard

Meceuldings are all €xact 10 81 nd controlled during manufacture 1o ensure
complete interchangeabi in service

All panels contain bosses and flanges for assembly to the frame.
Cadmium plated screws. studs and bolts are used throughout the
assembly operation 1o ease dismantling

Tilting equipment

Eull tilt cab fo 687 with twin locking system and hydraulic tilt mechanism
which is fully controllable to ensure maximum safety

Seating

Suspension driver’s seal is standard. Sf-a: for co-driver has vertical and
horizontal adjustment, with backrest ully adjusiable ; arms and
headrests are optional
Controls

All controls such as stee

er. pedals and instrumentation have

. gear

been carefully positioned 10 give the driver a comfortable w arking position
Access
Cab access has been carefully r‘n’1<‘d“ru. and grab handles, door

aperture urc steps allow easy entry and exit. For night driving the
top step is illuminatad
Windows
Winding side windows. Sundym glass fitted 1o &ll rear w
down glare and improve driver comfort due to better temperature contro
The standard windscreen is of zone-toughened glass . a leminated screen
is offered as an option
Heating and demisting
Cab temperature is controlled by direct fre air ventilation or twin
heaters using a ination of recirculated and fresh air
Twin heater controls allow both driver énd co-driver to regulate 1o
temperature required
nple 2an wiper and washer system allow excellent visibility in
adverse weather conditions, Large fully adjust , rear view mirrors
allow good rear vision
Interior trim
In palamino coloured panels, upholstery in matching palaminc with fascia
panel in matt black
Pre-formed rubber mats with matching step pads and pedal covers
P V.C. gaiters are fitted to pedal controls
Large decument pockets are fitted to each door.
The fascie panel includes a lockable document compartment 2nd a quick
access cover to the main vehicle electrics
Moulded glass fibre SOJ" absorbent rcof panels.
Ashtrays are situated on each side of the lower fascia panel
Electrics interior
Large roof lights operate by door centrol or manual
Flashing lights and buzzers monitor major components
Exterior
Twin 7 in. headlight system incorporating side lights
Direction indicator fitted to meet E.E C. regulations.
Twin multi-pin plug and socket connections allow isolation between
cab and chassis.
Exterior access
Front raciator panel hinges on gas operated struts to give access 101
dip and fill, hydraulic reservoirs, large capacity win washer bottle.
Twin hancles and step on bumper bar allow access 10 windsgreen.
Anti-burst locks 10 both.éocis mith.iocessed handies anc sepaiate lock
Stleeper Cab
AvEilabla withe m»: single Oz twin bunks, and as'siandard; armrests and
haadrest on mates scal, curtains, reating hghts each sice, reof vent,
illuminated sign, n uy 1€aQing luh.
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