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With the recent an-
nouncement that DAF will sell
the Leyland Roadrunner and
Freight Rover Sherpa in parts
of Europe, links between the
British and Dutch truck manu-
facturing industries have been
strengthened. They will be-
come even stronger in a year o
so when the el an-
ish cab that Seddon Atkinson
will use in the nineties is
unyeiled

But _truck-making li
between Britain and The Neth-

Dutch/British truck building links
will grow in coming years, but they
were strong in the fifties too.
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Left: A rare sight on Dutch roads in 1964, AEC Mammoth Major. Above:

Bodford had some.
Iivestock body.

One of the best-regarded
commercial vehicle builders in
Holland was undoubtedly
Kromhout. From 1949 on-
wards, the company assembled
Leyland Comet trucks for the
Dutch market alongside its
own range of bonneted and
cabover machines. But Leyland
was selling engines to DAF at
the same time, and the deal
with Kromhout did not last
long.

‘sales success in Holland. O-type with Dutch-built

In 1959, Kromhout was tak-

en over by another truck-mak-
er, Verheul of Waddinxveen,
and another chapter in the sto-
1y of Anglo-Dutch collabora-
tion began - this time wil
AEC. Alongside its own trucks
- fitted with Kromhout, Rolls-
Royce or AEC engines ~ Ver-
heul began to assemble AECs
shipped over as knocked-down
kits.

This operation, 100,

was

Cabs were
built
locally

or timber. Technically, more
axles could have been added
giving even higher permissible
gross weights, but the engine
power available in those days
limited that option.

But - and this is where the
connections between the two
national industries come in -
the British trucks were often
fitted with locally-built cabs,
usually more streamlined than
the boxy UK designs.

It was very much pressure
from the drivers that led to
Dutch cabs being used. For
instance, one of the largest Fo-
den operators in the Nether-
lands was Haukes & Zonen,
which bought ncarly 30 cight-
Jeggets in the fifties for hauling

building materials. Some of the
trucks clocked up 250,000
miles (400,000 kms) without
any problems - no mean feat at
the time.

The drivers liked the reliabil-
ity, but they had no time for the
unheated and draughty factory-
fitted cabs. So Fodenway, the
most successful Dutch import-
er of Fodens, gave operators
the option of cabs built by
various local bodybuilders (in-
cluding DAF).

The majority of Fodens sold
in the fifties were FG eight-
wheelers powered by six or
cight cylinder Gardner engines
(112 bhp and 150 bhp respec-
tively). But after 1960 Foden
sales in Holland dropped
sharply because of competition
from Volvo, Scania, DAF and
the reborn German makes.
Currently, there is not much
left of the old Foden success,
except for four chassis still op-
crating @sirefuclling tankers at
Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport.
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Llived. In 1962,

Leyland

over AEC, and the new

pand-Verheul

company

Leyland h

road, the

the Dutch marke

from Britain in kit form and
assembled by the Amsterdam-
based company, Albatros.

On average, four chassis
were assembled a week, and
offered to local operators with
cither the standard forward
control cab or with a specially-
built bonneted variety.

ERF did not make its entry

et Mony chassis were imported o3 its and built up locally. This
Below

d ‘DAF-type’

r cab on a Se

to the Dutch market until 1974,
through importers Best Truck
Import BV in Zuid-Holland.
But it had been left too late,
and by then competition from
the revitalised Continental
truck makers was 100 great. In
the next six years, ERF sold
just 23 tractors to Dutch
operators.

These were mostly B-serics
‘machines, but there were also
ly ‘European’

* sloeper
Leyland Comet operated by Holland's only steel mill

the
rnodcls fitted with a steel

as put on the

Motor Panels cab.

In recent years, Ford's Cargo
has been reasonably successful
in Holland, and Leyland is try-
ing 10 sell Roadtrains to the
Dutch through a Belgian dealer
in Antwerp. But it seems that
the future for Leyland in the
Netherlands lies with the sort
of co-operative approach re-
cently followed for the Road-
runner deal, and which proved
50 successful for British manu-
facturers in the past.




