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The Euro-ERF — designed

ERF feature

fo match any continental

IN many respects ERF can be
consic one of the most
British of the home truck
makers. But this attitude does.
not extend to the company's
marketing for the company is as
export minded gs many larger

4
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Phil Reed spotlights the
company’s European campaign

nental motorways some of the 5
MWs were clocking around 80
mph. Obviously someone had
been tinkering around with the
vehicles to obtain these speeds.”

The biggest worry was that
the p:

as
export sales in South Africa
and other countries.

With this sort of export
experience under its belt it is
natural that markets closer to
home, such as Europe, should be
tempting to the company.

In 1970 ERF decided to win
part of the lucrative continental
market. As ERF's engineering
director Jack Cook said, the
company was anxious to explore
the quality end of the European
market.

The first European-type ERF
vehicle combined the experience
gained in the premium end of the
truck market in Britain and in
ERF's previous export markets.
Europe presented a completely
fresh field in many respects and
one in which much previous
‘truck building experience could
not be related.

Earlier export markets in the
colonies had completely diffe-
rent operating conditions to
those in European countries.
Also, as so many importers to
this country have found, ope-
rating conditions in this country
differ considerably from those
on the continent.

So the first E; i

Cummins 335 engine with a
Fuller gearbox and a 13-tonne
capacity Fuller rear axle.

'he first move into continen-
tal markets was limited to
Belgium where ERF had a
distributor in Brussels. This
company, Cummins Distributor
Belgium SA, is still with ERF.

The first European model was
designated the 5 MW and was
considered very much a trial
exercise according to Mr. Cook.
Early on in the project it was
obvious that the current UK
specification trucks could not
offer a great deal to the
sophisticated Europeans.

Keen

The distributor provided a lot
of useful information in the
early stages of the project. In
fact CDB was so keen on the
whole project that the export
trucks were assembled in its
workshops, the kits being
shipped out from Sandbach to
Brussels.

Limiting the project initially
to one country had advantages
in that the vehicles had only to

ERF
was a bit of a step in the dark for
the company. Certain parame-
ters of the new truck were
common to the home market
ERFs, mainly the use of high
quality components from spe-
cialist manufacturers. The Eu-
ropean was powered with a

be type for Belgium.
“But," Jack Cook remarked: "this
part of the exercise was quite a
major undertaking in-itseif
For the 12in. déep section
chassis frame, a modified export
frame was used. The traditional,
distinctive glass fibre ERF cab
was not considered suitable for

the new ERF and a modified
Motor Panels steel unit was
chosen. On the 5 MW it was a
fixed non-tilting cab.

The bulk of the 5 MW kits
were 42 tonne gew two-axle
tractors. A handful of three-axle
tipper chassis were also sold in
Belgium, using the same basic
mechanical units.

In the two years the first
European ERF was current
about 25 Kits were assembled by
CDB. “The basic thing we
established with this chassis was
that there was a market for a
premium quality truck in
Europe,” Mr Cook explained.

The marketing exercise with
the SMW showed that there was
a strong demand for a tilt cab.
This omission was rectified with
the next ERF European, the 7
MW which sold in quite large
numbers.

The high speed, long distance
operations on the continent
provided useful information for
ERF.

For a new venture there were
remarkably few problems with
the 5 MW. Apart from some
relatively minor brake problems
most of the other difficulties
were fairly trivial,

But the speed-at which the
early trucks.were driven cansed
Mr.” Cook_and |his" engincers
some concern. “We set.up the 5.
MW to operate at a maximum
speed of around 65 mph. Reports
soon reached us that on conti-

speeds reached
were excessive at these speeds.
To overcome this ERF revert-
ed to a direct top gearbox and
raised the axle ratio. “This gave
us two benefits. We gained about
two per cent in mechanical
efficiency changing from the
overdrive box, also, by using a
numerically lower ratio axle,
further gains were made in
mechanical efficiency.”

On this aspect Mr. Cook told
me that ‘ERF is now persuing
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With the second version of its European, the 7 MW,
tractor this could operate at 42 gross train weight.

Jack Cook, ERF's engineering director, who hi
seen the European ERF project through from its

early stages.

this line of on the

transmission side with its sup-
pliers. It is now ERF’s policy to
standardise eventually on direct
top gearboxes for all models
with suitably higher ratio rear

axles.
In 1972 design work for what
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was well under way. Howev
the need for a tilt cab on (I
European was pressing. To th
end Jack Cook and his tea
carried out design work on tl
Motor Paneis cab to convert it

Continued on next pa

ERF offered a two-axle machine. Like th
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Continued from previous page

a tilt cab. This tilt version was
put in production by Motor
Panels with a restyled front
grille. This and the tilting
conversion remained exclusive
to ERF vehicles.

On the home market the
A-series tractor units had been
launched the year before the
launch of the 7 MW. From the
A-series a chassis and suspen-
sion was derived for the TMW
European. Also the basic frame
design of the A-series was used
to produce the waisted section
frame used in the 7 MW. This
waisted frame design was re-
quired in this instance to take
the 13-tonne capacity Kirkstall
rear axle. Also taken from the
A-series was the steering layout.

Otherwise the basic major

mechanical components re-
mained unchanged. “From the
outset the 7 MW was virtually
trouble free, and there are not
many trucks you can say that
about,” Mr. Cook proudly
remarked. The 7 MW was also
used to break new ground in
Europe -as ERF had been
approached by ex-Mack dealer,
Societe Mabo, which was
interested in distributing ERFs.

For this market the two types
of 7TMWs, a two-axle tractor and
adrawbar machine to work at 42
tonnes gcw, were type approved
in France. Early continental
experience had shown the need
for a high standard of cab trim
and the 7 was better
equipped in this than its prede-
cessol

r.
A further expansion of ERF's

European market occurred in
1974 when Best-Truck Import
BV in Holland became an ERF
distributor. For this market
some of the 7 MW tractors were
operated at the increased train
weight of 50 tonnes. “We have
been extremely lucky with our
three distributors who have
given us a tremendous amount
of engineering feedback,” Mr.
Cook said.

The 7 MW European continu-
ed in production till the end of
last year. It was aimed at the
premium end of the continental
truck market and priced accor-
dingly. Thé 1976 Earls Court
show provided the setting for
the launch of the new B-series
based Europeans.

With this latest model the
wheel has turned full circle,

Current  B-
series Euro-
peans use a
11.7 tonnes
capacity axle.
This allows

used on it and
the home
market B-
series. This is
a two-axle
European
tractor instal-
lation.
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Some British hauliers,

comparing it with UK-specified
B-series. “Now"”, explained Mar-
tin Harper, executive engineer-
ing manager, “the only differen-
ce between the two is that the
Europeans are left-hand drive
and the two-axle machines are
fitted with 11.7 tonne capacity
rear axles.”

Previous ERF Europeans had
been fitted with waisted frames
and 13 tonne rear axles. Now
with 11.7 tonne axle a straight,
non-waisted chassis frame like
that fitted to the UK. B-series is
used. On two-axle Europeans
ERF is not yet offering the,
greater capacity 13 tonne rear
axle.

With the introduction of the
European B-series ERF’s range
has expanded beyond the
two-axle 42 tonne gew concept.
At Earls Court a 57 tonne
three-axle European tractor was.
shown. The rear Kirkstall bogie.
is suspended on Hendrickson RT
380 suspension.

This is the first time that this
suspension has been used with
these axles in Europe. Also at
the show was a new 40 tonne

cw  two-axle tractor. The
“ummins NTCE 290 turbo-
Charged engineis fitted into,
10ft. 6 in. wheelbase frame.This’
length is the standard for all 4 by
2 'l’ruclors with ERE’'s sleeper
cab.

cluding Richard Read (Transport) Ltd of Longhope, Glos., opera
MW European. This unit was the same as the 42-ton tractor sold in Europe.
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RICHARD READ (TRANSPORT) 11D,
LONGHOPE. GLOUCESTERSHIRE.

PHOMN LONGHOPE,
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Rear view of the current B-series Eu
unit 10ft 6in wheelbase as it is fitted with the new E
sleeper cab. Note the air cleaner arrangements and trunking
the Cummins 290 hp turbocharged engine.

P
n 40 tonne tractor. T




