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ack in 1975 when
TRUCK first began
its Eurotest series,
aimed at assessing
Europe’s 38-tonne
long-haul tractors, one of the
best performers was ERF's
steel-cabbed NGC420 tractor,

Tt was powered by the 14-litre
‘Cummins NHT335 which at
that time was something of
rarity in having a relatively
high-pressure turbocharger. Its
competitors from Berlict,
MAN, Saviem, Fiat and
Mercedes were all using
normally-aspirated engines.

That tough-looking ERF was
the fastest by far round our
439km test route in Belgium,
about 2mph faster than its
nearest rival, the 14-litre
Scania LB140, and 4mph faster
overall - say 10% - than trucks
such as the Daf 2800.

Indeed that ERF’s journey
time up into the Ardennes and
back remained the fastest
among Eurotest challengers for
many years. It wasn't until the
360-400bhp classes came onto
the market that the old ERF’s
performance was bettered.

Several ERFs have been
through our Eurotest discipline
in the intervening years and, as

re-cnters the European
market, we've tested the new
“‘Euro’ ERF (Eurotest i

l,

page 38).

The test route remains
substantially unaltred, except
that a 25km section in the high

Ardennes which used to be dirt-
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Pat Kennett examines progress in 17
years of European truck testing

surfaced is now tarmac-topped,
and a new tunnel into Antwerp
where our test is based,
removes a number of junctions
and traffic lights.

TRUCK’s Eurotet removes as
many variables as possible,
running at the same time of
day, the same weeks of the
year, and even using the same

driver on all 60 tests except
half a dozen in the late-'"80s.

One factor has changed. All
the carly tests were run at the
then common denominator in
Europe, 38 tonnes.

In 1983 we increased that to
40 tonnes as representative of
trans-European haulage. We
ran a few at 42 tonnes on the
basis of impending ‘road
friendly’ suspension legislation
in Belgium, but in *89 that
reverted to 40 tonnes as a more
realistic figure.

In the years since the Eurotest
series began in 1975, dramatic
advances have occurred in
truck ability, not least in fucl
consumption. Just 17 years ago,
some trucks needed over 250
litres of fucl to haul 38 tonnes

the test route.

Today the fuel record, set by
ERF’s new Euro E12 tractor,
stands at 158 litres for the

The old NGC with the MW
Motor Panels cab wasn’t the
thirsticst of the *75 generation,
cven though it was fastest. It
used 238 litres of fucl over the
439km, which was considercd a
good result at the time,

Hawever the new ‘Euro’ EI12
romped around Belgium, not
onlyat a journey speed mph
faster, but on only 158 litres of
fuel, notwithstanding two.
tonnes extra weight, In 1975 we
were hauling 23,700kg of
payload, in '92 the payload was
a full 26,000kg.




So, just what has changed In
17 years? We have done a step
by step evaluation of the
mainfactors of the two tests,
one from 75, one from 92,
Statistically, some of these
advanees arc dramatic.

Beginning with weights, it is
commendable that the tractor
working weight is reduced by
9.4%, despite the extra power,
the extra legally required
equipment such as ABS, anti-
spray, additional brake
equipment and 5o on.

Over the same period the
payload increase is 9.7%. Our
1992 test trailer, built by
Cartwright, was in fact about
250kg lighter than our old
Trailor design, despite its
additional side and rear-guards,
and acrodynamic accessorics.

But perhaps the most
spectacular improvements
come in fuel consumption,
particularly in the mountains
where cconomy has improved
by an astonishing 86% in 17
years on the same stretch of
road, but at 40 tonnes instead
of 3. Overall, the cconomy

ERF E12, with Porkias $00Tx,is part of ERF=

because the legal speed limits
on normal roads restricted
progress in 75 as it did in

‘Overall earnings factors show
startling improvements, between
82 and 114%, according to terrain’
EF s e

gain is better than 53%,
Journey times do not show
such big advances. This is
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and nearly 70% of the route is
on such ls.

The motorway section now
enjoys a 90kph limit where it
used to be 80kph. The result is
that improvements in journey
timecan only be expected on
that short motorway scction,
and in speed over the hills,

The 189km secondary and
urban sections are in fact
slower in 92, because
heavier traffic, and more traffic

Economy ks 53%

lights in urban arcas.
Nevertheless, overall carning
factors show a startling
improvement, between 82 and
114% depending on the terrain.
‘The earning factor is &
theoretical number based on
mpg, payload and journey
speed. This s the real,
punchline of the comparison.
OF course, inflation in
everything from vehicle costs to
drivers’ wages, not forgetting
fuel, has pushed up costs
alarmingly in those 17 years.

75 modal, with 2390k

but the 92 E12 s listed at
£63,891, including SAMT and
alloy wheels. Fuel in Belgium is
around £1.70 a gallon now, but
it was under 40p a gallon in ‘75,
In fact these increases are less
than might be supposed.
Perhaps the thing that has
changed mast over the years is
the enjoyment of driving, In the
*705 fuel prices were modest,
and one did not have to regard
every thimble-full of fucl as
precious. One could enjoy the
performance of a spirited truck

“Today, driving is less enjoyable,
you have to watch the rev counter
like a hawk to get the right result’

el i

For example, our '75 ERF
carried a list price of £12,750

such as the NGC420.

‘That really was a great truck
in sight, feel and sound. Today,
despite higher performance,
driving s less enjoyable.
There's a lot more traffic
about, much of it driven rather
less than professionally.

You have to watch the rev
counter and the green-band
like a hawk to get the right
result, and the whole thing is so
quiet that you have to listen
hard to hear what is going on
under the engine cover.

SAMT does the gear work
better than I ever could, which
does nothing for the ego. P'm
not saying it’s not interesting,
but somehow the excitement

evel is lacking - or 1aaybe I'm
Jusvgetting old" =
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