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HEFTY EUROPEAN By Wobbe Reitsma

I think most REVS readers will have noticed the advertisement in REVS 82 (December
2002) in which a heavy ERF 6x4 Belgium tractor unit was offered for sale. And if they
didn’t, they certainly will have seen the colour photograph printed on the back cover of that
same issue.

This impressive N-series vehicle was up for sale by Eyckmans Transport. Father Marcel, son
Steven and daughter Anne-Mie run a small haulage company that operates from the village
of Betekom, which is situated about 20 miles east of the city of Mechelen. When father
Eyckmans put the ERF out of service in 1986 he had plans to restore the European.

For various reasons he was not able to find the time to do the job, although he had done
some major work on the cab in order to prevent the rust bug doing its nasty work. The whole
cab was sprayed in grey primer in 1988. As he is 72 years old now he decided to sell the
vehicle. One thing was very clear to him: he did not want to scrap it but wanted to sell it to
a dedicated ERF enthusiast in order to preserve it. His daughter Anne-Mie contacted our
Editor Mike Higman in order to advertise the 28 years old ERF in REVS News International
magazine. So, it was quite obvious that this ERF would end up in Great Britain. Who else
would be interested in an old ERF?

Only a couple of days before REVS 82 was issued Anne-Mie sent an E-mail message to Mike
to inform him that the vehicle was sold to a Dutchman . . . and it wasn’t me!

Mike quickly informed me about the sale and as the new owner has a web site
(www.interwheels.nl). I was able to contact him by E-mail. To my surprise the vehicle was
purchased by countryman Rene Postma, who livesin ~only 30 miles from my home. And
what’s also important: he’s a real vintage British lorry enthusiast. When I visited him a couple
of weeks later he showed me his shed where he stores several unrestored vehicles, like two
Leyland Marathons, a Cummins powered Ford Cargo and a couple of Continental vehicles
like DAF, Volvo and Scania. I made him a happy man that day by providing him with ERF
N-series and Cummins NTC335 maintenance manuals and parts books, Jake brake informa-
tion and a Dutch drivers manual.

The ERF NGC420.260 was built as a 4 X2 tractor unit in 1974 as chassis number 27371 and
is fitted with a Cummins NTC335 engine. The vehicle was purchased from the Belgium ERF
importer Cummins Distributor Belgium S.A. (CDB), which was also the Cummins engine
importer for Belgium. These N-series tractors were marketed as Europeans and were fitted
with ERF’s first tilt cab, the 7MW built by Motor Panels of Coventry.

Marcel’s NGC420 was being used as a round timber tractor unit pulling a pole trailer. The
ERF was equipped with a strong winch in order to load the heavy logs. After four years
of hard work the ERF was stretched and converted into a 6 x4 tractor unit by fitting a
Hendrickson double drive bogie. A 30 ton-metre Fassi loading crane was fitted behind the
cab in order to load the pole trailer more quickly. A heavy sub frame was mounted behind
the cab in order to accommodate the loading crane. The ERF gave good service until 1986,
when the vehicle was stored in Eyckmans shed. It had done a relatively low mileage of a little
over 150,000 miles (254.000 km) in-twelve years time.
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Father Marcel still does the occasional trip hauling containers from the Antwerp harbour to
destinations in and outside Belgium. But most of the time he enjoys his retirement.

The European has come out of its dark shed into the bright sunshine under its own powes
after 17 years of storage. After the coffee and the friendly chats it was time to load up the
ERFE. As the Cummins engine was still in running order it was decided to drive the ERF on
the low loader despite the fact that the clutch didn’t work. A big lump of wood acted as a
driver’s seat as the original chairs had been removed. The Cummins started on the button at
first go and a couple of minutes later son Steven reversed the big beast onto the low loader
in one go.

After chaining down the 10-tonne lump we had to load a lot of loose items. Eyckmans had a
lot of spare parts, like cab panels, wheels, air and oil filters, seats etc., which also had to be
loaded onto the low loader. Fortunately the Unimog’s drop sides body was empty. Many
parts could be stored there for the journey. The biggest parts like spare doors and cab panels
were loaded onto a pallet and strapped down at the back end of the trailer. Smaller items
were stored in the spacious ERF cab.

We left the Eyckmans yard at around 3pm and arrived at some three-and-a-half hours
later. The Volvo F89 did not miss a beat and Rene was very satisfied with the truck’s
behavior. Unloading the ERF was a tricky job as Rene and Anton decided to unload it by
the help of gravity. After the removal of the chains Rene coupled the ERF to a forklift by
using a heavy draw bar. Anton released the spring brakes and put the gearbox into neutral.
After a few seconds the ERF slowly moved forward and of course Anton could only steer but
was not able to use the brakes. Within a couple of yards the ERF gained speed and pushed
the forklift forwards. The forklift made some nasty left and right hand movements, but
somehow Rene managed to control it. After the combination came to a standstill it was
pulled into Rene’s shed, which was now full with a lot of old iron.

A family portrait showing the Eyckmans family. on-the-1eft. Rene and-Anton are-pasing on the right
The picture was taken just before we set off for Holland.
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