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A Scimitar for less than a used Euro hatch!
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FIAT STRADA ABARTH 130TC

For: Great to drive, unusual, spacious and practical, easy to maintain
Aguinst Parts hard to find, corrodes too readily, good examples rare

S 1T FOR ME? If ‘s abreak from

the norm, then yes. Wi jbody else is scouring the
countryside for mint 205GTis, XR3is and Golf GTls, there's a
mallbut select band of Strada Abarth owners who know
their steeds are just 2s much fun - but overlooked and
under-rated. With quirky Eighties ines the Strada is.

arvolousl dated sesthetclly,but this was theast me
the Abarth name was used properly, before Fiat resorted to
badge engineering, It's a practical car too, thanks to ts
three-door hatchback bodyshell - but you wor't have time
to thnk about shopping 25 you'l be far too

busy having fun.

WHAT'S THE HISTORY? The Strada Abarth story begins in
May 1981 with the launch of the 105TC - the name denotes
the power on offer. At this stage there were no Abarth
baciges, those woukd come later. The 105TC was significantly
more powerful than its greatest adversary, the Escort XR3i,
and cheaper 100 - but the Ford was faster.in fact the Fiat
was slower than most of its key rivals and a3 an overall
package it wasn'trated especiall highly by the UK press
stybng, By the end of 1981, Fiat raised ts
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which s why i always wore Ritmo badges rather than
Strada tems. The car wi id here because of the
s s lukewarm reception by the British motoring

although Fut always maintained that 1t was
enginocring difculies which put pasito us gettingthe
car. Either way, Fiat UK decided to bypass i, focusing
instead on the brillantly capable 130TC which would
follow in 1983, However, although It was a fantastic
driver's ca, only a third as many 130TCs were sold as
105TCs - hardly what you could call an outstanding,
commercial success.

WHAT'S IT LIKE TO DRIVE? Fabulous! With a pair of
twin-choke carbs attached. the Abarth's twin-cam four is
much more responsive than most of the fuek-njected
engines fitted to rivas. The urge is there partly because
ofthe unusual approach "

fuel into the combustion chambers. All 130TCs were
fitted with either Sole
with each choke supplying just one cylinder. By keeping
the inlet manifold between carb and valve port as short

ds getting the

as possible pick-up is improved dramatically...and i
shaws. Fioor the thro

Strada surges forward eagerly and just keeps puling rig!
through the rev range. This s no one-trick pony though

le and the pickeup i instant; the




MINT: UP TO £6000| AVERAGE: £3000| ROUGH: £600

and the 130TC isn't just about going fast. The
weighted almost perfectly, with no trace of tor
through really twisty bends. What's more enjoyable to explo
though is the handling, which is delicious and that's d

there's afly inthe ointment it's the ride which can g
‘on broken surfaces - t's not uncomfortable. but the chasss is
set up for optimum handing,

P
an Abarth i fine futtle i an easy proposiion for the home
mechanic. However, whille those twin carbs give fantastic
throttle response. they do go out of tune al too easiy. Your
best betis to budget for an annual session on the rolling road,
unless you're going to do hardly any milles each year - then
you need to do it every other year. You wor't need any special
tools o keep the car ticking over ricely and parts are more
readity avaiable than you might think from the specilists
isted in the Links and Tips section. It also easy to upgrade
the Abarth with sportier suspension or more efficient brakes:
your best bet here i to talk to Ricambio International. The
company can also help you with bits to make the engine even
spicier, whether you want a wilder cam, some more free-
breathing ai fiters or a rortier exhaust system

WHAT SHOULD | LOOK OUT FOR? We hate to be
prodictable but rust s the greatest ad
owner. Fiat st didn't have corrosion licked by the mid:
Eighties s0 check everywhere for it The plastic body
mouldings can hide it convincingly. s can the factory-appled
underseal, 50 dolots of prodding and poking, Check i the
seams thoroughly along with the engine subframe, sunoof
surround, bulkhead and A-posts. All the panel edges need
pection, especially the tailgate and doors along with
dow apertures. The interior can get rather
 holes forming in the panels: ance that

ersary of the Strada
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happens heavy condensation is inevitable. This in tun
wil leadi t0 2 sagging headlining and s  real pain
getting #all back ino place. The rest of the interior trim
jsn't durable, especially the seats which can look pret
tatty within as it a5 40,000 mies. The electrics can
give trouble (this is an Itaian car after all), 5o check the
astrumentation and switchgear are all doing what they
should, It can be tricky sourcing some replacemer
50 # you do find trouble it might be worth moving 01 to

another car

HOW MUCH? You can't be very choosy when looking.
fora Strada of any kind, never mind an Abarth. A mere
1791 examples of the 105TC were sold by Fiat inthe
UK, along with just 585 copies of the 130TC. But there
are some good cars out there — t's just that you're going
to struggle to find a minter. H you do find one you could
pay upto £6000 for . but you're more likely o track
down a reasonable example that will need some TLC
One of these will cost you £3000 - t1 be a tidy runner
but some way short of the standard of the car in the
photographs. Because the cars are 5o unusual t's hard
10 gauge vales of the 10STC relative to the 130TC; if
you can find a really decent example of efther you'd be
wise 10 5nap one up.
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First stages

of a live axle
rebuild, p87
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