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THE STRADAWITH
THE STNG INITS TALL.

4

arlier this year we asked a number of journalists

todrive, and appraise, the new Fiat Strada Abarth 130TC.
Press leaks prior toits launch indicated an unusually high level of
interest: here at last was a high performance hatchback to take on
and beat the apparently unassailable Golf GTi. In addition, it carried
one of the most coveted badges in motoring: that of Abarth with its
distinctive scorpion and red and yellow shield.
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Abarth, of course, havearich
history of success in competition
rallying, producingcars thatsurvive
some of the most gruelling driving
conditions in the world.

Their contribution tothe Fiat
Stradais very evidentin the press
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All the hallmarks of a great
Italian engine arethere, particularly
the rorty exhaust note thatemits
the odd crackle and pop, with the
cartransmittingits power to the
road without drama through low-
profile Pirells.

Mid.

“Witt

What is even more apparent is
this: if you want the hottest hatch-
back on the road today, you'll need
tovisityour local Fiat dealer —fast!

MOTOR ‘Like the best ltalian
cars, the Abarth 130TC offers
excitementand demands to be
driven enthusiastically

AUTOCAR ‘There can be little
argument that it is now the leader
interms of performance.”

‘Fora standard road car, the
Strada Abarth 130TC goes round
Brands Hatch beautifully. The car
feels good at the limit — absolutely
competitive in the handling de-
partment, and the engine s so
noticeably stronger than the com-
petition throughout the rev range.”

AUTOSPORT ‘With the new

bigge:
selling pointis its adoption of the
famed Fiat two-litre twin cam
engine which endows it with
130bhp at 5900rpm, agood 18bhp
better than the Golf delivers at
similar revs.
Muchofthecreditforthedevel-
opmentwork of the 1995cc power
unit goes to the renowned Abarth

too—every bita match for the Golf
with usefuly-spaced gear ratios

andagearchangethat, whilealitile
‘rubbery, usually findsits mark

quickly and neatly. Never doesthe
enginesound harshorthrashy, nor
evenpartcuaryoud evenatigh

Spe
‘Wdh the right-hand drive

Slrzda 130 Abarth, Fiat real\y dc

pany d
Fiatsubsidiary) who haveequipped
the motor with electronic ignition
and two twin-choke sidedraught
carburettors. In this trim it gives
2 punchy 130Ib ftof torque at
3600rpm”

“Fiat's two-litre charger proves
itself comprehensively quicker as
indeed it should with ts capacity
and power advantage.

To the all-important 60mph
mark, 130TCisagood half second
faster, clocking in at 7.9 seconds,
while by the time 90mphisreached

model Fiat arsome-
looking rally bucket seats they
Could find.

Recaro, they are
posmve\y the most aggressive pro-
duction carseating we have ever
seen, and look as if they would be
more at home in an out-and-out
rally special

Thicksections clamp the driver
in place and allow no sideways
movementatall.

‘The fascia layout is good, how-
ever, and works well day-to-day.
Ventilation is superb, chucking

vl know one whenyou seelt -

appeal

WHA CAR? ‘Atlast the Golf
GTihasarival thatcan outstripit
P !

could ever possibly need.

Butwhat more | The Abarthon-paper pomise
of ly
borme outwi

fully responsive, crisp engine that

Iheopportumlylodrwethecav
in Scotland.
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STRADA ABARTH

Silverstone set than Sloane
FAST LANE ‘Formany cars me Rangers; for those interested in

sheer performance rather than
ing roads and lheh\ghaverage fashion.
speeds possible would quickly ex- The Golf GTi and the Strada
pose any deficiencies. With the | Abarth 130TC areof course natura
130TC it simply showed how rivals. Butto be quite bluntabout
superbly suited it is to these it, we see no level pegging.
conditions.”
CARS&CAPCONVERS\ON

A manufacturer would have to
have something pretty good on
offer to get away with a route like
this one — letalone have the cars
return inone piece, withoutfoarmed
dampers and shot-up brakes. Well
Fiatdid, and they have. The Strada
130TC itkeepsthe Abarth badges)
goes right to the top of the hot
Ratch league with noifs or buts. It
goes, it stops and it grips. And |
wantone.’

‘Inside there is a delicious
leather covered three spoke
Abarth steering wheel (adjustable
for rake), full and clear instru-
mentation including both oil
pressure and temperature gauges
in the best ltlian tradtion, and a
pair of solid Recaro buckets that
you sit in rather than on. The
pedals are perfectly arranged for
heeland toe operation.

“Athigher speedsthe 130TC
feels glued to the tarmac, fourth
gear proving particularly useful
during ourtest drive in order to
dispose of the timber trucks
which roll through Glencoe at an
impressive speed. The brakes of
the test car received a fair thrash-
ing duringan unscheduled trip
along the B-road from the Bridge
of Orchy to Dalmally yet never
gave a moment’s worry. The pedal,
if anything, responded better the
more that was asked of it

CaR ‘Uniike al s immediate
competitors, this is a no-com-
promises small car.

The caris aimed more atthe
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Fal Ao decisivelythe nicer
driverscar. ltissharperandmore
pleasanttosteer hasmorestraight
line performance, hasan edgein
outright cornering s(abm(y, mar-
ginally the better brakes, an
engine with quicker reflexes, the
nicer driving position, better and
more supportive seats, a quicker
gearchangeand a great deal of
sportingcharacter.

Itis a terrific driver's car. It
does set new standards for cars
at£7,800.
This, to many, is what makes
the Fiat appealing ts single-
minded pursuit of high perform-
ance givest real character.

The Abarth'sinteriorisdomin-
ated by a pair of Recaro bucket
seats with real racing-style side-
bolsters to keep their occupants
firmlyin place againsthurricane-
forcesideforces. The seats are

weavefabric. They're mounted
high, offer an exceptional degree
of rear travel and combined with
the height adjustability and

Ferrarirake of the Abarth' eather-

et 4secs, about
four mph short of the gear's

maximum
The Abarth engine, whatever
it does, feels muscular. The

tachometer

an Abarth bx
superbdriving position.

The wheels are good looking
with four thick spokes each, driv-
ing lights are set nextto each
headiightin the black grille.

The Fiat Strada Abarth 130TC
isthefastercarinall departments —
inastraightline, around a racing
circuitand wheneverthe two go
faston public roads,

In there's rather

fora

thedial.

more between the Cals The Fiat

Weestablished that' mu Fiat
16to

a diagonal lurch and even, in ex-
tremecases, poke the tailout.

The Fiatwasalways the flatter
carandsurprised usby beingthe
one with markedly the better
steering Notonlyisthe Fiatwheel
marginally highergeared, ithas
considerably sharper responses,
yetitisthe onewith lesstorque
steer. The Golf's helm, good by
anyothersstandards, seems to
exhibit classic front-wheel-drive
“fight' comparedwith the Abarth's
We feel that the initial understeer
builtinto the Fiat may pointtoits
potential foralifeonracingslicks

Soitsthe Fiat Abarth for mad
keen drivers.

le better
when acce\eralmg away from
standstillinthe dry, sings upto
60mphinashade under8.0secs,
operé\ ing out a gap of 0.4secs over

ThaFit rushes onihrouh
third, 00mph. twill

7sec or
at\eas(f;Oyards)alaplasterlnan

Tk superiority at
keepingitsfootingwhen power
was suddenly taken away in mid-
corer with the car on the limit. It
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